“Now thank we all our God.”
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on churches have a tradition
together on Thanksgiving Eve.
eservice is scheduled to be on
< aednﬁda}r, MNovember 21, at 7 PM.

preacher will be the new Associate Pastor

from Covenant Presbyterian Church, Sarah Wolf.
Join your friends in the community.

**Location to be announced™
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SCOB Staff

Scott L. Duffey
Pastor
Cell: 540-414-1539
sduffey11@gmail.com

o

Linda Abshire
C.E. Director
l[dkabshire@verizon.net

David MacMillan
Director of Music

Gaylon Hevener
Organist

Annie Collins
oOffice Manager
540-886-8655
secretaryscob11@verizon.net

Amy Farthing
Youth/YA Director
hokiebirdamy@verizon.net
Cell: 804-814-5515

Chandra Lane

Webmaster
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Office Worship
Hours Schedule

8:30-1:00 Mon-Fri
Phone: 886-8655
Fax: 886-6190
December 2018 Issue Copy
due November 15

www.stauntonbrethren.org

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship



[ must admit, “Pastor’s Appreciation Month” took on
a whole different flavor this year. From day one,
Becky and [ were cooked for, taken out, given cards Pastor's
to eat out, baked for, showered with treats, and Pondeﬂngs
remembered in more special ways than most other
Appreciation Months put together. I feel
appreciated. Thank you!
Historically, it seems that Pastor’s Appreciation Day only goes back to the 1990’s. So
[ guess we weren't appreciated before then. That's why I never heard anything
about it in my early years of ministry. Appreciation seems to be a fundamental
human need, so I hope that you receive appreciation in your life, too. Whenever I
ponder this, though, [ am reminded of the quote about the pastor’s role “to comfort
the afflicted and to afflict the comfortable.” Interestingly, this quote was not from,
nor about, pastors. It was written by an American humorist named Finley Peter
Dunne in the late 1800’s, and he was talking about newspapers. [ wonder when
church leaders adopted it? It does fit. God certainly comforts the afflicted, as well
as afflicts the comfortable, and some say that every sermon should do the same.
Now if you are more often on the side of being the afflicted, then you might not
appreciate Pastor’'s month so much, and I get that. And I do know that a pastor
walks a line between the two, comforting and afflicting, pastoring and being
prophetic. My prayer, [ guess, is that you know when things apply to you and you
take it accordingly. If you always expect to be comforted, that’s not real life, and
that's certainly not what Jesus was about. On the other hand, if you feel constantly
afflicted, then maybe you'd better do some self-examination and figure out what's
going on.
To conclude my rambling, I do want to say that “I appreciate you.” The SCOB is a
wonderful community of faith to be a part of, to minister and to grow with. I
appreciate your support in those times when I have pushed you, and [ appreciate
your understanding when [ have not met your expectations. Pastors are human,
too, and our lives are not the model of perfection. We can all leave that to Jesus.
But we do want to reflect the light and the love of Christ whenever we can, in
worship, in service, in everyday encounters, even in meetings. And we would all be
blessed to do the same. To be appreciated is also a reminder of my need to
appreciate others more, too.
So, I say it again. “I appreciate you.” Thank you for a special month, and for the life
we share together month after month. May God be glorified!

Pastor Scott



SCOB ltems
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FirsT Wednesday
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The next FirsT Wednesday
RSWM Fellowship Night is November 7.
W Dinner is from 5:30

provided by the Faith Connections Class for

donation. After our informal worship and sharing
times, we will have a special visitor, a historical
figure who will be with us in person. You need to
come to see and hear what this person has to
share with us. He has appeared at Annual

Conference and National Youth Conference. Sign

up now for dinner.
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Bittersweet Child

Sponsorships

Do we take school for granted?
ltds free in Mexic
uniform and all your school supplies. Muushub
That s why we are sponso
Tijuana, through Bittersweet Ministries, to purchase tw
school uniforms and two pairs of shoes during thq
school year, and provide a backpack and school
supplies. Children need an education in order to bette
themselves and their environment. The display in th
church narthex has a board of photos of children tha
we can sponsor for $150 for the year. Choose a chil
and put your name and yo
signup sheet; then donate your $150 by November 1
and make sure you mark your check for Sponsorshij
These children live in the communities where our
mission trips work.
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Food Bank, Valley Mission,
NC Food Bank

OQutreach
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FESTIVAL
O
LIGHTS

Gypsy Hill Park

We will have a display once again in
the Festival of Lights in Gypsy Hill
Park. John Jones will set up our
display and we invite you to enjoy
the lights and the celebrations in the
park.
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