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SCOB STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 
 

December 7  -  Second Sunday of Advent 
Not A Stone Will Be Left On Stone 

Scripture:  Matthew 3:1-12 
Worship Leader: Bob Armbruster 
Children’s Story: Spike & Friend 

 
December 14  -  Third Sunday of Advent 

11 a.m.  - Christmas Cantata  
 Carry-in lunch to follow 

 
 December 21  - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Though I Am Small, You Work Great Things in Me 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 

Worship Leader: Larry Simmons 
 

December 24   -    7 p.m. CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICE 

 
December 28 

 My Heart Shall Sing 
Scripture: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

Worship Leader: Sally Shomo 

December 2025 

Worshipping Christ with Joy, Living Together in Peace, Serving the World with Love 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 14   -  11 a.m.  - Christmas Cantata  
 Christmas carry-in dinner to follow 

 
Tuesday, December 16   -  7 p.m.  -  Love INC Benefit concert 

at Tinkling Spring Presbyterian Church 
 

Sunday, December 21  -  Youth Christmas Party during the  
Sunday School hour 

Christmas Caroling following Worship  - A light lunch will be 
provided 

 
Wednesday, December 24  -  7 p.m. Christmas Eve Candle-

light Service 



Dear Church Family, 
 
As the days grow shorter and the air carries that unmistakable chill of winter, we enter the 
holy season of Advent—a season of longing, waiting, and watching for the light. This year, 
our Advent theme is drawn from the hymn My Soul Cries Out (Canticle of the Turning): 
“The World Is About to Turn.” 
 

It’s a bold declaration. And honestly, it might feel like wishful thinking. With so much uncertainty in our world—
violence and division, political unrest, economic strain, climate anxiety, and weariness in so many hearts—we 
could be forgiven for wondering: Is the world really about to turn? 
 
But Advent has always been a season that speaks into the shadows. 
 
In the Scriptures we’ll explore this season, we’ll hear voices calling from the margins: prophets crying out in the 
wilderness, angels interrupting shepherds, dreams breaking through the sleep of ordinary people like Joseph 
and Mary. These are not stories of easy hope. They are stories of disruption, courage, and deep transfor-
mation. 
 
Each week, we’ll light candles—not just as decoration, but as defiant signs of what we believe: 
 
That Hope still burns, even in uncertainty. 
 
That Peace can rise up, even in the midst of change. 
 
That Joy is possible, even when we feel confused. 
 
That Love shows up, even in unexpected places. 
 
The world is about to turn—not through power or domination, but through the quiet courage of ordinary people 
choosing faith, choosing justice, choosing compassion. 
 
As we move toward Christmas, we are invited to prepare—not just our homes and traditions, but our hearts. We 
are called to wake up, to look around, and to make room for the Christ who comes not just into the manger, but 
into the broken places of our world—and into our own. 
 
Come, let us wait together. Let us sing with Mary. Let us walk with the prophets. 
And let us believe, again, that God is not finished. 
The world is about to turn. 
 
With Hope, 
Pastor Beth 
 



Please Keep in your Prayers and Thoughts  

Pray for Delmer Botkin, Shirley Cobb, Judy 
Cook, Carrie Finch-Smith, John Foster, Nancy 
Gehr, Justin Gibson,  Charlotte Kennedy, Phyllis 

Lunsford, Shirley Maust, Alice Patler, A.J. Sandridge, 
Jr., Amanda Simmons, Cleo Simmons, Sue Simmons, 
Dawn Stultz, George Sullivan, Chris Washington, Ken-
neth Weaver, Bob Weiss, Sue Whisman, Fred Wilker-
son, Jr., Fred Wilkerson, Sr., Members of the Walnut 
Grove COB in Damascus. 
 
*Please contact the church office or the Pastor if you 
would like to add someone to the prayer list or to 
remove a name. 

Financial Report 
January 1, 2025 through  October 31, 2025 

     Actual Income 
Envelope Giving:     $ 260,106.00 
Loose Offering:        $     4,497.69  
Interest Income    $          86.36  
Pastor’s Housing Allowance:  $   21,000.00  
Total Income:           $ 285,690.05 
Total Expenses:       $ 335,496.73 
Budget Expense over Income:   $(-49,806.68) 
 
Capital Campaign Fund  
Carry Over Balance from 2024  $   28,553.97 
Donations    $   37,154.72  
 Total                                $   65,708.69 
 
Expenses  -  Interest/Payment on Loan $   45,740.57 
 Balance    $   19,968.14 
        
Capital Expenditures Fund                   $     1,100.00 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the church and 
our ministry.  

Ushers:  Mark, Chandra, Nathaniel, & Matthew Lane, 
Butch & Donna Wells 
Counters:   Nancy Bowman & Sue Simmons 
 
Nursery Helpers:  
 
December 7  -  Faith Ballew and Carrie Washington 
 
December 14  -  Katrina Huerth, Sue Simmons, and 
Darlene Allman 
 
December 21  -  Hannah Simmons, Debbie Clark, and 
Frank Allman 
 
December 28  - Nancy Bowman, Candy Smith, and 
Amanda Simmons 

Our Appreciation to Our December Helpers 

 

 

THOSE CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS  
IN DECEMBER 

1 Daniel Walsh  13    Deb Simmons 
      Merlin Reish  15    Michelle Hoffman 
2 Carolyn Halterman 17    Bill Funk 
4 George Sullivan  22    Dwayne Hottinger 
6 Carol Howdyshell  23    Becky Duffey 
7 Claude Simmons  24    Debbie Simmons 
      Claire Winter  27    Louise Pilson 
8 Miranda Kelly        Stephanie Wilkerson 
9 Sally Shomo  28    Whitney Sager 
11 Alan Gilbert                               Beth Jarrett 
12 Wendy Chandler  31    Lavonne Fitzgerald 

THOSE CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES IN  
DECEMBER 

23 Bob & Mabel Lou Weiss  1964 
      Ernie & Debbie Landes  1972 

FIRST WEDNESDAY—DECEMBER 3 
Come  celebrate the early Christmas season with us 
as we gather together on Wednesday, December 
3rd. Our light meal will feature hearty soups of the 
season, hot dogs, and desserts starting at 5:30 p.m, 
followed by a seasonal devotional and then our activity 
will involve painting Christmas ornaments! If you have 
a glue gun, we ask that you bring it. Start this joyous 
season with a time of fellowship and fun! We will make 
every effort to wrap everything up by 7:30 p.m. since 
it’s a school night. The First Wednesday Team looks 
forward to seeing you there! 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  -  We 
will be going Christmas Caroling 
following worship on Sunday, De-
cember 21. There is a sign up 
sheet on the table in the Narthex 
for those wishing to go caroling.  
A light lunch will be provided. 

Welcome our newest member, Kathy 
Brooks, who joined the Staunton Church 
on Sunday, October 26 by affirmation of 
faith. We look forward to getting to know 
Kathy and welcome her with open arms. 



SCOB REMINDERS AND MEETINGS 
DECEMBER 

 
Tuesday, December 2  -  5 p.m. Worship & Fellowship Commission 

6 p.m. Stewards Commission 
6 p.m. Nurture Commission 

Wednesday, December 3 -  5:30 p.m.  -  First Wednesday  
Tuesday, December 9 -  7  p.m.  - CHURCH BOARD REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, December 14  -  11 A.M.  -  CHRISTMAS CANTATA and Carry-in Meal 
December  15—NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Tuesday, December 16  -  7 p.m.  -  Love INC benefit concert at Tinkling Spring Presbyterian Church 
Wednesday, December 17  -  7 p.m. Witness Commission 

Sunday, December 21  -  Youth Christmas Party during the Sunday School hour 
                   Christmas Caroling following worship (A light lunch will be provided prior to caroling) 

Wednesday, December 24  -   7 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Thursdays: 8 a.m.  -  TOPS 

     6:30 p.m. Chorus Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 
 

EQUAL EXCHANGE 
Check out the Equal Exchange products in the 

main hallway outside the Church office. It’s full and ready 
for the upcoming holiday season. Get your coffees, teas, 
chocolate bars, hot chocolate, and more – All great for 
your own personal use as well as gifts and stocking stuff-
ers. If you don’t see what you like, leave a note on the 
secretary’s desk, or contact Becky and Scott Duffey. Or-
der now so we have time to get them here for your needs. 
Honor system still applies for all purchases. Remember 
that these are Fair Trade Products and we are directly 
helping farmers care for their families in poor communities 
worldwide. 
  Prices have gone up on a few items from our 
Equal Exchange stock. The 12 oz drip coffee is now $11 
per bag; the cocoa mix is now $6.75 per can; chocolate 
chips are now $7.25 per bag; and the chocolate bars are 
now $3.75 each. A new price list is posted on the cabinet 
door. 

RECYCLING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

SACRA   -  Donations of hygiene items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, deo-
dorant, shampoo, etc. can  be placed in the cart located in the Narthex on the 1st and 
2nd Sunday of each month. 
 
VALLEY MISSION  -  Donations of non-perishable food items can be placed in the cart 
located in the Narthex on the 3rd and 4th Sunday of each month. 
 
SHOES FOR KENYA  -  Bring gently used shoes and place in the bin in the south hall-

way. The shoes are sold and the proceeds benefit widows and their children with land and homes. 
 
BATTERIES   - Bring your dead batteries for recycling, placing them in the bucket in the north hallway. 
 
EYEGLASSES  -  Place your old eyeglasses in the box in the south hallway for donation to the Lion’s Club. 
 
BULLETINS/PAPER  -  A recycling basket is provided in the Narthex for old bulletins and paper. There is a 
tote in the hallway under the coat rack as well for paper to be recycled. 

OFFERING  
ENVELOPES:  
I am beginning 
to prepare the 
2026 offering 
envelopes. For 
those who need 
envelopes for 

2026, please list your name on the sheet 
provided on the table in the Narthex and 
whether you give weekly, monthly or year-
ly. This will determine how many enve-
lopes I will need to prepare. Offering enve-
lopes will be available for pickup in De-
cember. Thanks, Shirley. 



Staunton Church of the Brethren 
Executive Board Meeting 

November 11, 2025 
Members Present: Alan Shull, Nancy Bowman, Joani Layman, Mark Lane, Hannah Simmons, Wallace Clark, Pas-
tor Beth Jarrett, Katrina Huerth, Sally Shomo 
Chairman Alan Shull opened the meeting with prayer. 
Treasurer’s Report: Katrina Huerth 
January 1 – October 31, 2025 
Total Budget Income $285,690.05 
Total Budget Expenses $355,469.73 
Budget Expenses OVER Income ($ 49,806.68) 
Capital Improvement Campaign 
Income brought in for Capital Campaign $ 65,708.69 
Expenses for Solar Project $ 45,740.55 
Project Income OVER Expenses $ 19,968.14 
Recommendation from the Treasurer: Wait until the end of each quarter to pay for Outreach. Currently it is done 
monthly or quarterly. 
Witness Commission: Joani Layman 
 A recommendation from the Commission – SACRA is currently located at St. Frances Catholic Church in a 
house on their grounds. The Catholic Church has approved a much needed renovation for this house. SACRA is 
allowed to use this house at no cost, but will be without a home for several months during the renovation. The 
Commission would like to offer Staunton Church of the Brethren to host SACRA during the renovations, which may 
take up to 3 months in 2026. The plan would be to use the Rebekah Room for the Reception Area. A space 
would be needed for a refrigerator and two freezers. An area would be needed for food storage. The Young Adult 
classroom would serve as an office for staff. There are several rooms that would be ideal for usage and would not 
bother the two adult Sunday School rooms or the fellowship hall located in the basement of the church. SACRA 
would provide its own internet service, would move all of their belongings. Food pick up would be done on Tues-
day and Wednesday mornings and individuals would not be allowed to wander the building as they would always 
have a chaperone (i.e. if someone needed to use restroom facilities). The timeframe for renovations is a work in 
progress, but thinking Spring. The Witness Commission recommends that Staunton Church of the Brethren sup-
port/host SACRA during the renovations. Recommendation passed. 
 The Witness Commission will also be supporting Valley Mission again in December by sponsoring an Angel 
Tree for 20 individuals living at the Mission. 
 The Witness Commission will also be providing Breakfast, lunch and dinner for WARM on January 6, 2026 at 
Christ Lutheran Church. 
Worship and Fellowship: Hannah Simmons 
 Will recommend to the 2026 Worship and Fellowship Commission to work on a Gratitude Program to share our 
thanks to people in our congregation. 
 Contracts have been given to our Music Director and Organist. 
Stewards: Wallace Clark 
 A quote for the outside lighting has been secured by Mid-Valley Electric with three options. Each option was 
shared:     Option 1 – Install one 30’ steel pole with triple crossarm and mount three LED cut-off fixtures on the 
pole near the existing sidewalk on the lower side of the driveway. Cost $8196. 
o Option 2 – Install three 20’steel poles on the upper side of the parking lot at a cost of $24,975. 
o Option 3 – Bore under the existing parking lot and connect to the existing electrical current that feeds the pole 
light on the upper side of the parking lot that assumed is still in good working order at a cost of $9,645. 
o With options 1 and 2, there would be trees that would need to be taken down.  These prices may be higher if 
there is any rock encountered.   With Nancy Bowman serving as chair, a motion was made by Alan Shull, second-
ed by Mark Lane that the Stewards Commission by directed to move forward with option 1, by getting another 
electrical company to quote a price for the exact recommendations made by Mid-Valley, and move forward with 
the lowest bid. Capital Funds will be used for the financing of this project. Motion passed. 
 Wallace Clark has been in contact with Senator Warner’s tax advocacy service in helping secure the Solar Cred-
its. 
Pastor’s Report: Beth Jarrett (as written) 
Other Business: 
 Sally Shomo was given permission to get more Tidal Wave Car Wash coupons as a fundraiser for the church. 
 Still looking for candidates for Treasurer. 
 The Ad Hoc Committees for Scholarship Review and Procedures and Membership Review have met. The Fi-
nancial Health and Well Being of our Eder Accounts has not met. 
 Staff Position for a Ministry Associate: Nancy Bowman will work on a written description for this position. 
 Financial Audit and Review – recommend to use White, Withers, Masincup and Canady to handle this issue. 
With no further business, the Executive Committee went into a closed business session. 
Respectfully submitted, Sally Shomo, Clerk                                                     Approved: November 19, 2025 







 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 

2 
 
5 p.m. Worship 
& Fellowship 
Commission 
6 p.m. Stewards 
Commission 
6 p.m.  Nurture 
Commission 

3 
 
5:30 p.m. First 
Wednesday 
 

4 
 
8 a.m. TOPS 
6:30 p.m. Cho-
rus Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Choir 
Rehearsal 

5 6 

7 
 
SECOND  
SUNDAY OF  
ADVENT 
 
10 a.m. Sunday 
School 
11 a.m. Worship 

8 9 
 
7 p.m. Church 
Board Reorgan-
izational meet-
ing 

10 11 
 
8 a.m. TOPS 
6:30 p.m. Cho-
rus Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Choir 
Rehearsal 

12 13 

14 
THIRD SUN-
DAY OF AD-
VENT 
 
10 a.m. Sunday 
School 
11 a.m. Worship  
CHRISTMAS 
CANTATA and 
Carry-in dinner 

15 
 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

16 
 
7 p.m. Tinkling 
Spring Presby-
terian Church 
Benefit Concert 
for Love INC. 

17 
 
7 p.m. Witness 
Commission 

18 
 
8 a.m. TOPS 
6:30 p.m. Chorus 
Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Choir 
Rehearsal 

19 20 

21 
FOURTH SUN-
DAY OF AD-
VENT 
10 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Youth Christ-
mas Party 
11 a.m. Worship 
Christmas  
Caroling fol-
lowing worship 

22 23 24 
 
7 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve Can-
dlelight Service 

25 
 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY 
 
CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 
 
CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 

28 
 
10 a.m. Sunday 
School 
11 a.m. Worship 

29 30 31    

       

DECEMBER 
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Please note:  All events shared in this newsletter are non-profit events. 

 

 


